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Scheme Description and Regulations

General Description

The Genesis Quality Assurance (GQA) Scheme is a whole farm assurance scheme.  The scheme is designed to be flexible - it can be applied to either a straightforward single unit farm or complex multiple units and yet still offer the same degree of farm assurance and cost-efficiency.

GQA has developed whole farm assurance standards that are based on current standards of good farming practice, legislation and (where appropriate) animal welfare principles.

GQA efficiency is achieved by using a modular approach.  All Applicants to the scheme must adopt the “Whole Farm” module and then select any of the modules appropriate to their own farming activities (e.g. arable, beef, sheep, dairy, pigs etc).

All farms must apply for the Whole Farm module and the least one specific module but there is no obligation for farmers to apply to have their entire farm activities farm assured.

GQA administers the scheme, handling all issues that relate to membership and the farm assurance standards. In order to meet the highest standards of impartiality, GQA contract the assessment and certification activities to an independent Certifier, a specialist body that is accredited by the UK Accreditation Service for its work in the agricultural sector. 

GQA and the Certification Body collaborate closely over the handling of new applications and Applicants will deal directly with Certification Body staff about the planning of on-farm assessment visits.

Applications 

In order to apply for GQA membership, the Applicant must be the owner or tenant responsible for farm activities covering the scope of their application.

Applicants should read the application forms carefully before completing and returning them to the GQA Administration office. Help and assistance with the forms is available from the GQA help line (01283 791400).

It is extremely important that application forms are fully and accurately completed.  The information on the form is used to plan the on-farm assessment visits and if the information is incorrect it can affect the ability to complete assessment within the allocated timescale and, in some cases, result in the need to conduct chargeable return visits.

Applicants should send the completed application form, together with a cheque for the correct fee (plus VAT) to Genesis Quality Assurance Limited, Ryknield House, Alrewas, Burton on Trent, DE13 7AB.

Upon receipt of the Application Form and application fee, the GQA Administration office will send a receipted VAT invoice to the Applicant and a GQA membership pack.

Applicants must be aware that by completing and returning the GQA Application Form they are agreeing to;

· the terms of the Scheme Description and Regulations

· comply with the requirements of the GQA Farm Assurance standards

· the contractual Terms and Conditions identified on the Application Form

· the regulations governing the use of the Certification Mark that are issued with the Certificate of Conformity 

Assessment Procedure

Assessment Planning

Shortly after GQA has accepted an application, an Assessor from the Certification Body will contact the Applicant to arrange a suitable date and time to carry out the on-farm assessment.

The appointment will be confirmed in writing and may only be altered if at least 7 weekdays notice is given.  If the Applicant cancels an assessment visit without giving 7 weekdays notice, a cancellation fee will be charged.

The Assessment Visit

The purpose of the on-farm assessment visit is to confirm that the Applicant meets all the requirements of the GQA farm assurance standards.  The Certification Body Assessor will need to make a detailed examination of the farm unit, procedures and farm records.  The Assessor will also need to confirm that copies of the relevant enterprise specific booklets and codes of practice required by the scheme standards are held and that they are available to members of staff for reference.

The person responsible for the day-to-day management of the units must accompany the Assessor during the assessment.  It is the responsibility of the Applicant to ensure that key members of staff are present during the assessment visit. 

For livestock enterprises, an inspection of stock will be required and therefore it will not be possible to carry out a complete assessment of units that are de-stocked at the time of the visit.  If the Assessor cannot complete the assessment in full, the application cannot be progressed.  An additional assessment fee must be paid if the Assessor needs to return to complete the full scope of the assessment.

The Assessment Report

If the Assessor finds that an Applicant does not conform to any of the requirements of the scheme standards, the Assessor will bring them to the Applicant’s attention during the assessment.  At the end of the assessment visit all non-conformities will be recorded in a report, which will be explained and discussed with the Applicant.  The Applicant will be asked to sign the Assessment Report and Action Point List (where applicable), copies of which will be left with the member or the member’s representative.
If non-conformities have been reported during the assessment, the Applicant is required to respond, within 30 days of the assessment, with “corrective action(s)” that describes how each of the non-conformities is being resolved.

After the Assessment

The Certification Body reviews all assessment reports and checks the “corrective action” received from Applicants (where applicable). 

In cases where minor non-conformities are reported, the Certification Body is able to confirm “corrective action” by post or fax.  In the case of more serious non-conformities, it may be necessary for the Assessor to make a short revisit to confirm that the problems have been fully and adequately resolved.  

The Applicant will pay for any return visits needed to confirm the satisfactory completion of non-conformities.

Certificates of Conformity 

When the Applicant has demonstrated compliance with all of the relevant farm standards, the Certification Body will issue a Certificate of Conformity and confirm with GQA that arable and/or livestock stickers, as applicable, can be released to the applicant. 

Certificates of Conformity will be valid for one year from the date of the assessment visit. Certificates of Conformity will remain the property of the Certification Body.

Certificates of Conformity will be revoked if the Scheme Member;

· Is declared bankrupt

· Fails to comply with GQA Regulations

· Fails to maintain farm standards that comply with the GQA standards

· Acts in a manner that may discredit GQA or the Certification Body

Renewals

GQA will write to Members each year and invite them to renew their membership. On payment of the annual membership fee, a further Certificate of Conformity will be issued and arrangements made for the annual on-farm assessment.  Continuation certificates will be dated on the anniversary of the previous certificated expiry date.
The Assessor will contact the Producer and agree a convenient date and time for the assessment visit. The visit will follow the same format as the original assessment visit and non-conformities must be responded to within 30 days.  Unresolved non-conformities can lead to the suspension of certification and assured status of a member.
Scheme Members must allow the Certification Body access to their premises.

Changes to Scheme Member Activities

The Scheme Member must notify GQA of any changes to their activities that were not included in their original Application Form.

Members shall notify GQA of any prosecutions brought or likely to be brought against them with respect to animal welfare, animal movements, food safety, environmental legislation or Cross Compliance requirements that directly affect the scope of their accredited status.

Legislation

GQA members shall comply with all current legislation that relates to their activities, and adopt new legislation as it becomes implemented.

Appeals

If an Applicant or Scheme Member believes that they have been disadvantaged by decisions that do not correctly interpret the requirements of the scheme, they have the right to Appeal. 

Appeals shall be made in writing to the Certification Body and will be handled by an independent Appeals Panel. Appeals shall be made in writing and be addressed to the Scheme Director at the address shown on the Assessment Report.

Complaints

If an Applicant or Scheme Member is not satisfied with the service provided by either GQA or the Certification Body, they should contact the appropriate organisation and make their concerns known. Such complaints shall be made in writing and will be formally investigated.  

Any complaints that the GQA Scheme Member receives about their own products shall be recorded and dealt with in a thorough and prompt manner. The Certification Body Assessors will review such complaints during the on-farm assessment visits.

Data Protection and Confidentiality

GQA and the Certification Body are registered within the Data Protection Act.

GQA and the Certification Body will treat all information about Applicants and Scheme Members in confidence.

GQA and the Certification Body are obliged to respond to queries from third parties enquiring about the status of any certified GQA farm unit.  GQA and the Certification Body are required to routinely publish and make available the following information about Scheme Members, on request;

· The name

· The address

· The scope of certification (i.e. arable, beef, dairy etc)

· Date of certification

· Date of certificate expiry

Other information will only be divulged on the written authority of the Scheme Member since it is regarded as strictly confidential between the Scheme Member, GQA and the Certification Body.

Information about Applicants will not be published until they have been assessed and have received a Certificate of Conformity.

Leaving the Scheme

Membership of GQA brings recognisable benefits and therefore any Scheme Member leaving or suspended from the scheme must immediately stop making claims, whether explicit or implied, that they are certified under GQA.  

Scheme Administration

GQA undertakes to administer GQA effectively and efficiently at all times.  GQA will not be held liable for any losses that arise from;

· Any industrial action 

· The failure of any machine, data processing system, transmission link

· Any other event outside GQA’s reasonable control

Contact Information:

Genesis Quality Assurance Limited

Ryknield House

Alrewas

Burton on Trent

DE13 7AB

Tel:
01283 791400




Fax:  01283 791500



Website:  www.genesisqa.com


E-mail:  info@genesisqa.com
Certification Body:

PAI Limited

The Hamlet

Hornbeam Park

Hookstone Road

Harrogate

HG2 8RE

Tel: 
0845 226 5401



Fax:   01423 878870

Website:www.thepaigroup.com  


E-mail:  info@thepaigroup.com
	Reference
	Standard

	2.1

	Health & Safety

	2.1.1
	Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) policy is a legal requirement and members are encouraged to review their policy on an annual basis and ensure that employees and contractors working on the holding are made aware of, and comply with, the requirements of the producer’s policy.

Producer guidance:  During the assessment the assessor will ask to see an inventory of hazardous substances used on the holding and copies of the health and safety data sheets.

	2.1.2
	The farm must have a current Health & Safety (H&S) Policy, where required by law, containing details of procedures for reporting accidents and location of the First Aid Kit and Accident Book.  Where applicable, employees must be provided with a Health & Safety Guide for Employees that provides details of the location of First Aid Kits, the Accident Book, who to report accidents and dangerous occurrences to, local Doctor, Hospital Accident & Emergency and Health & Safety Executive Officer.

For farms with less than 5 employees, a written policy is not required by law.  However, it is a recommendation by GQA for the protection of farmers, that a basic H&S policy is completed.  For farms with 5 or more employees an H&S at Work poster ISBN 07176 180 1 must be displayed in a prominent position within the workplace. 

	2.1.3
	The farm must have clearly displayed emergency action plans, including fire and accident procedures, emergency contact telephone numbers, location of telephone, mains switches for electricity and water stopcocks and fire extinguishers. 

These plans must be on display for the benefit of all members of staff and copies available if required for the emergency services. A basic emergency action plan is included within the Appendix of this document.

	2.2.1
	Publications

	2.2.1.1
	The production unit must have copies of, or on-line access to the following publications:

· The Genesis QA Scheme Standards relevant to their membership

· Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Air

· Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Soil

· Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Water

· DEFRA Code of Practice for the Control of Salmonella during the Storage, Handling and Transport of Raw Materials

· DEFRA Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products

Pig units: 

· Code of Recommendations for the Welfare of Livestock - Pigs

· Heat Stress in Pigs: Solving the Problem

· Lameness in Pigs

· The Casualty Pig – Pig Veterinary Society
· RUMA Alliance: Responsible use of antimicrobials in pig production
· Pig Space Requirements 1997 – Guidelines to Schedule 3

· DEFRA Code of Practice for the Prevention and Control of Salmonella on Pig Farms
· DEFRA booklet: Farm Fires – Protecting farm animal welfare

· The Assured Food Standards Industry Code of Practice for On Farm Feeding

For details of where to obtain or access the publications, please refer to the Appendix.  Additional recommended reading where appropriate, is contained within the Appendix of each sector specific module.

The relevant publications should be kept in a place that allows staff free access to them for reference and guidance.

	2.2.2
	All responsible persons must be able to explain how they observe the requirements of the relevant codes.

	2.2.3
	Producers must be aware of and comply with The Food Safety Act 1990.

	2.2.4
	Producers must record all written complaints received within the scope of their Genesis QA membership together with details of action taken to resolve the problem and prevent reoccurrence.

A basic complaints record form is included within the appendix of this document.

	2.3.0
	Staff

	2.3.1
	All staff must be competent, based on experience or a combination of formal training and experience, to perform tasks they are required to undertake.

	2.3.2
	Records must be maintained of the relevant training and experience.

Records can be held in staff files or certificates may be displayed on notice boards.

	2.3.3
	Certificates of competence or other qualification details such as Grandfather Rights (born 31st December 1964 or earlier) must be held.

	2.3.4
	Members who use the services of contractors must ensure that the contractor has the necessary certificate of competence and that they observe the provisions of the Law and requirements of this Scheme, for the tasks they are contracted to undertake.

Refer to the sector specific module for additional criteria.

	2.4.0
	Professional Advisors, Contractors and Registrations

	2.4.1
	All farms with livestock enterprises must have a named veterinary surgeon or practice.

Where the enterprises are intensive, namely pigs and poultry, the veterinary surgeon must be registered with the Scheme.

	2.4.2
	Producers who use the advice of a third-party, whether consultant, professional adviser or trade representative, on plant protection product usage (i.e. pesticides), must obtain the relevant BASIS Professional Register registration number.  The producer should ensure that the adviser has read the Scheme Standards and agrees to advise on pesticide use in compliance with them.

	2.4.2.1
	Producers who use the advice of a third-party, whether consultant, professional adviser or trade representative, when making decisions on use of fertiliser and crop nutrition should obtain the relevant  FACTS Professional Registration number.  The producer should ensure that the adviser has read the Scheme Standards and agrees to advise on pesticide use in compliance with them.

A note of the FACTS registration number and adviser’s name should be held and be available for inspection.

	2.4.3
	Under Food Hygiene Regulations producers must be registered with DEFRA (or agreed equivalent) as a user of feed and retain a record of their registration for inspection.

At the time of writing, guidance on the Food Standards Agency website states:  As food businesses, primary producers now have to be registered with the relevant enforcement authority.  To avoid duplication, the intention is to use existing forms of farm registration (e.g. the records of DEFRA and its agencies, the other Agricultural Departments, the Rural Payments Agency, the State Veterinary Service, and local authorities).  A gradual approach is being taken to registration and further information for farmers and growers will be made available as it is developed.

	2.4.3.1
	Where medicated feed mixing is undertaken on farm, producers must be registered with the Animal Medicine Inspectorate of the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD).  

Producers who undertake home-mixing using medicated feed must be registered with the Local Trading Standards Office and the VMD, Weybridge as required.  Producers formerly registered with the RSPGB will have had their data transferred to the VMD in January 2006. The assessor will require a note of the registration number.

	2.4.3.2
	When the services of mobile mixers are contracted they should be a member of the NAAC Assured Land-Based Contractor (Mobile Feed Mixing and Processing) scheme. 

This will become a requirement of the scheme in future.

	2.5.0
	Plans

	2.5.1
	All farms with livestock must have and implement a veterinary health plan, as specified in the relevant species-specific module of the Scheme, which is reviewed and updated on a regular basis.

	2.5.2
	All farms storing and/or using organic waste must have and implement a Manure Management Plan as defined by the Codes of Practice for the Protection of Air, Soil and Water.  In addition farms that store and/or dispose of animal waste must ensure that animal waste and effluents are stored and disposed of in such a way as to minimise the risk of spread of disease to other animals or to humans, and in a way which avoids the danger of polluting the environment.
A suggested format for a Manure Management Plan is included in the Appendix of each species specific modules.  Further copies can be downloaded from www.genesisqa.com

	2.5.2.1
	In addition to standard 2.5.2, farms within Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZ’s) and whose slurry is used on land with sandy or shallow soils must demonstrate that they have sufficient storage capacity or other means of utilising slurry during the “closed period”.  

Note:  at the time of writing (2007) DEFRA is considering extending this requirement to all soil types.  On such land, slurry may not be applied:

· Between 1st September and 1st November to fields in grass or to be sown with an autumn sown crop

· Between 1st August and 1st November to fields neither in grass, nor to be sown with an autumn sown crop.

The Manure Management Plan should demonstrate how you will ensure all slurry is utilised in accordance with NVZ rules.  If you do not have access to sufficient land (which does not have sandy or shallow soils), you will need to store some slurry.  Using the standard slurry production figures given in the example farm manure management plan, calculate the storage capacity required for the relevant closed period and ensure your storage capacity is at least this volume.  You may also need to consider the storage capacity required to avoid spreading when ground/weather conditions are unsuitable.  Further guidance can be found in the DEFRA booklets:
“Manure Planning in NVZ’s” (PB5504)

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/regulat/forms/agri_env/nvz/nvz4.pdf
“Guidelines for Farmers in NVZ’s (PB5505)

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/regulat/forms/agri_env/nvz/nvz5.pdf


	2.5.3
	The farm must have and implement a written and clearly displayed Chemical Spillage Plan.

The plan should include emergency telephone numbers, procedures, and location details of facilities for washing off accidental spillage on operators and materials to be used to contain spillage.

	2.5.4
	The farm must have and implement a written Pest Control Plan

The plan must include a map indicating baiting points and the type of baits used.  If pest control is contracted out, details must be held of who is responsible for baiting, telephone numbers, visits and bait used (for COSHH purposes).

	2.5.5
	Livestock producers must have and implement appropriate written biosecurity measures to reduce the risk of spread of disease.
The biosecurity protocol should take account of  the risk of disease being introduced onto the farm in relation to animals, vehicles and personnel moving on and off the farm and detail the procedures that are in place to minimise the risk.  As a minimum farms must have cleaning and washing facilities and appropriate disinfectant available for staff and visitors’ footwear and vehicles.

	2.6.0
	Records

	2.6.1

2.6.1.1
	Identification and Traceability of Livestock

All farms with livestock enterprises must maintain a movement record and observe Standstill requirements in accordance with current legislation.  Such records as required by legislation must be kept up to date and be available for inspection and reconciliation with the relevant animals upon request, including details of the identity of fallen stock and the date and method of disposal.
Movement records must be maintained up to date and be available for inspection.  Records, depending on species, should be retained for the following period:  cattle – 10 years; sheep – 6 years; pigs – 6 years.

	2.6.1.3
	All farms must comply with any relevant requirements specified in the enterprise-specific modules of the Scheme.

	2.6.2
	Medicine Records



	2.6.2.1
	All farms must maintain up to date and legal medicine purchase and administration records, which must be available for inspection and include:


Purchase records:

1. Record of each veterinary medicine purchased

2. Details of supplier

3. The batch number

4. The withdrawal periods associated with the product

Administration records:

5. Date administered

6. Trade name of medicine

7. Identity of animal/group treated

8. Number of animals treated

9. Total quantity of medicine used

10. Date treatment finished

11. Date withdrawal period (meat and/or milk) completed

12. Name of the person who administered the medicine

Records must be available for inspection and retained for at least 5 years.
Points 1 – 4 may be in the form of invoices.  A book recording the administering of medicines must include points 5 – 11.

	2.6.2.2
	A record must be kept of the means by which animals treated with medicines can be identified.

E.g. tail tapes/spray marking etc.

	2.6.4
	Feed Records

	2.6.4.1
	Documentary records (for example invoices) of feed suppliers from whom compound feeds, straights and other feedstuffs have been purchased should be kept for three years.  Records must include the type of feed, quantity and date of delivery.

The following should be recorded:

· Name and contact details of supplier.

· Details of product supplied.

Copies of invoices or delivery notes are acceptable.  Records should be kept for three years.

	2.6.4.2
	The ingredient composition of all purchased and home mixed feed must be known and recorded.

Producers must obtain from their supplier a declaration of constituents for each compound diet and supplement fed to their stock and records of them should be kept for three years.

Documents or labels stating feed declaration are acceptable.  These should be kept for three years.

	2.7.0
	Storage

	2.7.1

2.7.1.1
	Animal Feeds

All feeds must be stored in accordance with good practice with all receptacles, bins and on-farm feed lorries/transportation cleaned regularly.

Feed must be stored under conditions that prevent infestation or contamination.  Clear signs of infestation are unacceptable and efforts must be made to minimise infestation.  Storage must enable feed to be kept dry at all times where appropriate.

	2.7.1.2
	All feed must be free from contamination.

Feed should be kept so that it is free from contamination by the weather, pests, rodents etc.

	2.7.1.3
	All units must take precautions to control rodents and pests and to prevent the contamination of feed.

Measures should be taken to ensure that rodents and other pests are controlled.

	2.7.1.4
	The GQA Feed Store Risk Assessment (FSRA) should be undertaken on an annual basis and recorded as such.

A copy of the FSRA is included in the appendix.

	2.7.1.5
	Medicated feeds must be kept in separate, clearly labelled and identified bulk storage or bags.

Feed containing fishmeal must be stored separately from any feed stored for ruminants.

	2.7.1.6
	Additional requirements for feed storage must also be observed, as laid down by the individual, enterprise-specific modules of the Scheme.

	2.7.4

2.7.4.1
	Medicines

When not in use, medicines and veterinary treatments must be stored according to manufacturers’ instructions and in secure and lockable store.

Stores must be kept locked.  The assessor will need to inspect the store.  Where medicines are stored in the house, they must still be in a secure cupboard/cabinet which is locked.  If stored in a domestic fridge, a separate labelled and lockable container must be provided.  Unless manufacturers’ instructions state otherwise, medicines should be kept in a cool area (below 25 °C) but not allowed to freeze.

	2.7.4.2
	Medicines and chemicals used for treatment must be licensed for use in the UK and shall be kept according to any conditions specified by the manufacturer and UK and EU legislation and used within their use-by date.

All medicines must carry UK authorisation.  

	2.7.4.3
	Medicines past their use-by date, or where the licence has been revoked, and used medicine containers must be disposed of as pharmaceutical waste.
All out of date, unwanted medicines, application equipment and used containers must be disposed of safely and properly.  Such products/items must not be routinely disposed of through domestic waste.  If in doubt producers should consult their veterinary practice.

	2.8.0


	Animal Feed

All stock must be fed to ensure good health and well-being.  All feedstuffs must comply with relevant, EU, UK and regional legislation and be stored in good conditions.

	2.8.1
	All stock must receive a daily diet sufficient to maintain full health and vigour, and which is appropriate for their body condition and production status.
An adequate daily diet includes, when animals are outdoors, appropriate grazing management and control of noxious weeds, and when grass supplies are low or when animals are housed , the feeding of conserved forage, compound feed, cereal straw and/or cereals supplemented appropriately to provide a nutritionally balanced diet.

The advice of a competent nutritionist is recommended.

	2.8.2
	Straights and crop by-products should be purchased from Universal Feed Assurance Scheme (UFAS) or FEMAS approved (or agreed equivalent) suppliers.  

For units that buy straights or crop by-products a declaration from the supplier should be held.  

	2.8.2.1
	All purchased compound feed must be obtained from a reputable source who manufactures to the relevant standard laid down by legislation and is approved under UFAS.  Where compound feed is sourced from a merchant/distributor, they must be certified against the UFAS: Code of Practice for Merchants.

	2.8.2.2
	Feed materials sourced from merchants must be sourced only from merchants approved under the UFAS or agreed equivalent.


	2.8.2.3
	Feed materials sourced directly from manufacturers must be sourced from suppliers registered with the UFAS or the BFBi Assurance Scheme or agreed equivalent.



	2.8.2.4
	Where feed materials are sourced directly from farmer growers they must be sourced from, either farms assured for the product or, must be covered by a warranty declaration.

Recognised farm assurance schemes currently include:

Combinable crops and sugar beet:  ACCS, Genesis QA, SQC, NIFCQAS, SAFA

Root crops: Assured Produce Scheme

	2.8.3
	All animal feeds must comply with the requirements laid down by the individual, enterprise-specific modules of the Scheme.

	2.8.4
	Producers who are home-mixing must keep detailed, up to date records of the quantities produced and of the feed materials used.  These records must be retained for twelve months or three years if medication is used. 
A ‘barn sheet’ or ‘day book’ will be sufficient for a record of what was produced.  The feed formulation only needs to be recorded once and any amendments added when the mixture changes.
On-farm mill and mix operators must retain a sample of all raw materials used (if sourcing from a non-assured supplier) and of the mixed feed every time there is a significant change in formulation.  These samples must be taken and retained for four weeks after last use.

This applies both to the individual feed materials used for home mixing and the mixed feedingstuff produced on farm.  It does not apply to moist feed (e.g. brewers’ grains, silage, liquid molasses, fruit and vegetable waste etc).

	2.9.0
	Machinery

	2.9.2
	All trailers used for transporting crops or animal feed must be thoroughly cleaned prior to use, with particular care given to the cleanliness of dual purpose trailers to prevent contamination.

All trailers/lorries used for transporting harvested crops or animal feed must be regularly cleaned.  Where trailers have been used for transporting farmyard manure or similar material, they must be power-washed before being used to transport crops.  The use of a food grade sanitiser is recommended

	2.9.3
	All bulk loaders used for loading crops or animal feed must be thoroughly cleaned prior to use, with particular care given to the cleanliness of dual purpose loaders, to prevent contamination.

All bulk loaders used for transporting harvested crops or animal feed must be regularly cleaned. Where bulk loaders have been used for transporting farm-yard manure or similar material, they must be power washed before being used to transport crops of feed. The use of a food grade sanitiser is recommended

	2.9.8
	Machinery used for home mixing should be maintained in a clean and serviceable condition and be suitable for manufacturing animal feed.

	2.10
	Livestock Management

	2.10.1
	Producers must ensure that they adhere to all current legislation and codes of practice in addition to the standards detailed in this document.

	2.10.2
	Responsible persons must review their approach to animal health on a regular basis and demonstrate commitment to planned, preventative, veterinary health schemes.

	2.10.3
	The Producer must ensure that there are sufficient numbers of competent stockpersons available on each unit to maintain the standards of stockmanship and animal welfare required by the Scheme.  The experience, qualifications and training of all stockpersons employed by the Producer on either a full or part-time basis must be recorded.

A record should be maintained of experience and qualifications of staff and updated accordingly when further training is undertaken and new qualifications achieved.

	2.10.4
	At all times animals must be treated, handled, loaded and unloaded calmly and in such a way as to avoid injury and minimise stress.

	2.10.5
	All animals must have access to an adequate supply of clean drinking water at all times.

	2.10.6
	Animals suffering ill health or injury must receive immediate attention including the attendance of a veterinary surgeon if necessary.

	2.10.7
	Livestock units must be equipped with suitable facilities to isolate sick or injured animals.

Isolation facilities should allow animals to be kept separate from others.  If no permanent isolation facilities then erection of a partition to keep animals apart is adequate for most situations (unless defined in the species specific module).

	2.10.8
	Medicines and veterinary treatments must be used, or carried out, only when necessary and in accordance with current legislation, industry codes (e.g. RUMA guidelines), manufacturers’ recommendations and best practice.

	2.10.9
	The prescribed meat withdrawal periods for veterinary medicines must be strictly adhered to.

	2.10.10
	Any treatment that involves a surgical operation to any animals must be carried out by a competent stockperson and/or veterinary surgeon in accordance with EU, UK and regional farm animal welfare legislation, and must be performed in such a way that suffering is minimised.
Examples:
cattle – disbudding; sheep – castration or tail docking.

Any surgical operation must be carried out in line with the relevant Code of Practice for the species being treated.

	2.10.11
	Each unit must have a procedure for locating and dealing with broken needles.

Where an animal containing a broken needle is dispatched for slaughter it must be identified and treated as a casualty animal, be penned separately during transport and be clearly identified to the slaughterhouse operator upon delivery.  Any withdrawal period for the substance being injected must be observed.

All responsible persons must be able to explain the unit’s recognised procedure for locating broken needles.

	2.10.12
	Used needles and sharp instruments must be safely disposed of in a ‘Sharps Box’ and then in accordance with instructions from the supplier and codes of practice.  Sharps Boxes are available from veterinary practices

	2.10.13
	Special care and consideration must be given to casualty animals and every effort must be made to prevent them from suffering by following the recognised guidelines, including where necessary, on-farm humane slaughter.

	2.10.14
	Fallen stock must be disposed of safely and in accordance with legislation.  There must be a record of the disposal of fallen stock detailing the identity of the deceased animal, date disposed of and method of disposal.
On farm disposal: by incineration only.  Off farm disposal must be by a licensed contractor.

Where on-farm incinerators are used, ash resulting from incineration should be disposed of by mixing with manure and spreading to agricultural land.  However under the Agricultural Waste Regulations, an exemption must be sought from the Environment Agency (Exemption No 53) to permit this activity.

	2.10.15
	Carcasses must be protected from vermin, birds or other animals, whilst awaiting disposal (whether incineration or collection).

	2.10.17
	Farm dogs must be kept under control at all times.
Farm dogs should be demonstrably under control.  They need not be chained or otherwise contained, but must be controllable so they do not cause stress to livestock.

	2.10.18
	Electrified fences may be used where appropriate, but all electrical installations at mains voltage should be inaccessible to stock, protected and properly earthed.  Producers must make every effort to ensure that the entire farm as a whole is safely wired.
Producers must make every effort to ensure that the entire farm as a whole is safely wired.  Livestock must not have access to electrical installations

	2.10.19
	Paints, preservatives and other chemical compounds that may be toxic should not be used on surfaces accessible to livestock.

	2.10.20
	All paints, preservatives, disinfectants and other chemical compounds must be stored away from animals and feed to prevent contamination.

Paints, preservatives, disinfectants and other chemicals compound must not be stored in the feed stores or near to animals.

	2.10.21
	Farm dogs and where practicable, cats must be wormed regularly according to veterinary advice.  The treatment must be recorded in the medicines book.

Veterinary recommendation is that dogs should be wormed at least every 6 months.

	2.10.22
	Transportation of Livestock

All animals must be transported safely and compassionately to prevent stress, and in accordance with all current legislation.  If transporting the livestock off farm (for sale or slaughter etc.) the relevant delivery documentation must be carried.


Producers of assured livestock must ensure that transportation of their stock is undertaken by either:

· Hauliers registered and approved with the ABM Livestock Transport Scheme or an agreed equivalent.  The producer must retain current details of the haulier, including the scheme registration number and expiry date.

Or

On farm transport – in accordance with the following standards and any additional transportation standards that appear under the relevant species specific module.

	2.10.23
	On-farm transport vehicles must be suitable for the species being carried, constructed in accordance with current legislation and maintained in good, serviceable condition.

	2.10.24
	Stocking densities, as defined by current legislation, must be adhered to.  Space allowances must be adjusted according to weather conditions, type of vehicle, the size and category of stock and the distance intended to be transported.

	2.10.25
	Partitions must be available if segregation is required, i.e. unfamiliar groups of animals and/or animals of differing age, size and type.  Partition dimensions and pen size must be in accordance with current legislation.

	2.10.26
	The carriage of a casualty animal is prohibited if the disease, abnormality or illness is likely to result in unnecessary suffering.

Producers who transport their own stock must be aware of and should have a copy of the DEFRA Guidance on the Transport of Casualty Animals (PB1381).

	2.10.27
	Vehicles used to transport animals must be cleaned and disinfected regularly and in accordance with current legislation.  Disinfecting equipment must be available for use on farm.

	2.10.28
	It is the responsibility of the producer to ensure that his/her livestock are accompanied by an attendant (which can be the driver) who is experienced and competent in the handling and welfare of stock during transportation.

	2.10.29
	Each unit must provide the driver and/or attendant with a procedure for:

· Statutory driving breaks

· Roadside checks

· Emergencies/breakdowns

	2.10.30
	Vehicles used for livestock transportation must be:

· Free from projections or hazards likely to cause injury;

and have:

· A roof which provides effective protection from the weather;

· Non-slip flooring;

· Secure side guards fitted to ramps (where used);

· Sufficient natural or artificial lighting to allow inspection;

· Apertures to facilitate inspection.

	2.10.31
	For vehicles with more than one deck, there must be separate access to animals on each deck.

	2.11
	Environmental

	2.11.1
	Applicants are required to confirm in writing that they are not subject to prosecution by, or have received a statutory notice from, a statutory body with regard to legislation concerning the environment.  Scheme members are required to notify the Scheme in writing if either of these things occurs after they have been accepted into the Scheme.

	2.11.2
	The farm must be managed in such a way that it has no adverse impact on food safety, animal welfare or environmental protection.
Disused machinery, scrap and other hazardous materials must be stored away from stock and ideally away from the farm.

	2.11.3
	Agricultural Waste:  Producers must ensure all waste is disposed of in accordance with legislation, and must be able to demonstrate at assessment the route of disposal.

Use of on-farm dumps without an official permit is prohibited.  Most wastes may not be burned.  You will need to hold copies of “Duty of Care transfer notes” in order to demonstrate compliance.

	2.11.3.1
	In addition to Standard 2.11.3, where applicable, producers must ensure that the correct procedures for the disposal of spray washings and used sheep spray/dip are followed.  These are described in the DEFRA Code of Practice for Using Plant Protection Products.  In particular, an authorisation under the Groundwater Regulations 1998 must be held before superfluous plant protection products and used sheep dip can be spread to land in excess of any statutory rate.

Care must be exercised when disposing of other soluble treatments on-farm (e.g. the contents of foot baths used to treat stock).

	2.11.4
	Potential pollutants that include manures, slurry, silage, silage liquor, fertiliser, fuel and oils must always be stored where there is no risk of run-off polluting watercourses.

All muck heaps, including temporary field heaps and fertiliser bags must be at least 10m from a watercourse and at least 50 m from a well, spring or borehole that supplies water for human consumption or for use in farm dairies.  Any exemptions must be specifically authorised by the Environment Agency.

Producer in England and Wales must abide by the Control of Pollution (Silage, Slurry and Agricultural Fuel Oil) Regulations 1991 which require that the Environment Agency must be notified before new or substantially modified silage clamps slurry stores or oil tanks are brought into service.  Equivalent legislation has recently been introduced to Northern Ireland.

Producers who store fertilisers in total quantities in excess of 25 tonnes or more should advise their local fire officer and enforcing authority under the Notification and Marking of Sites Regulations in relation to ammonium nitrate fertilisers classified as oxidising agents.  

Solid fertiliser must be stored:

1. On level ground, free from protruding stones.

2. At least 10 metres away from water courses.

3. At least 50 metres away from sensitive areas such as boreholes, wells, springs, soakaways, quarries etc.

4. Away from areas accessible by members of the public, children and animals (if stored for any length of time).
5. In secure stores (if stored for any length of time) to minimise risk of interference or vandalism.

6. In an area where there is good access for delivery vehicles and emergency vehicles.

7. Care must be exercised when moving bags of fertiliser and spillages must be cleared immediately in accordance with the farm’s Chemical Spillage Plan.

Liquid fertiliser must be stored:

1. As far away as possible from any watercourse, ditch or drainage system.

2. In a tank designed to suit the type and amount of liquid that is stored.

3. In a tank made from a material that is resistant to corrosion from the contents.

4. In a tank with a base that is designed to support the weight of the full store.

5. In an area where there is hard-standing for large delivery vehicles.

If a glass-fibre reinforced plastic (GRP) tank is used suitable protective barriers should be put at the filling and emptying points of the tank to prevent damage from a vehicle hitting the tank during use.

Further information can be obtained from the Code of Practice for the Prevention of Water Pollution from the Storage and Handling of Fluid Fertilisers – available free of charge from the Fertiliser Manufacturers’ Association  01733 331303.

	2.11.5
	Where farmyard manure and slurry are applied to bare ground they should be incorporated as soon as possible.  Inorganic fertiliser should only be applied to growing crops, or land destined for a crop in that season.  Treated sewage sludge and composts from green waste must be applied in accordance with the ADAS Matrix.
Acceptance of the use of treated sewage sludge by the Scheme does not imply acceptance by all end users.  Producers should check acceptability with their buyers before applying treated sewage sludge.


	2.12
	Safe Storage of Fertiliser

	2.12.1
	Producers are required to have a copy of the leaflet ‘Security of Fertiliser Storage on Farms’ and must be able to explain how they observe the recommendations contained within the leaflet.

A copy of the leaflet is enclosed in the appendix together with a copy of a Self Assessment Checklist that producers may find useful.  The assessor will need to see a copy of the leaflet during the assessment and will ask to see where fertiliser is stored and also how you observe the recommendations in the leaflet. 

If fertiliser is not stored on farm at the time of the assessment the assessor will still ask you to explain how you observe the recommendations in the leaflet.

	2.12.2
	Fertiliser must be stored in such a way as to reduce the risk of theft.

Where possible fertiliser should be stored in a secure building or compound where there is no public access and which is located away from and is not visible from the public highway.  Where a secure building or compound is not available, the producer must be able to explain what system he uses to ensure that stored fertiliser has not been tampered with or moved without his knowledge.

	2.12.3
	Producers must have a protocol in place, which is known to all staff, that details what action must be taken if a discrepancy or theft of fertiliser is discovered.

A suggested protocol is enclosed in the appendix


	Reference
	Standard

	6.0
	General Management Requirements

	6.1.1
	In addition to 2.6.1.1 (Whole Farm Module) producers must register with the Trading Standards division of their Local Authority as a keeper of pigs and retain a record of their registration for inspection.  (As required under Movements legislation).

This record is best kept with the unit’s movement records.

	6.1.2
	An annual record must be made of the maximum number of pigs usually kept.  This record must be kept for at least 6 years.

This record is best kept with the unit’s movement records.

	6.1.3
	A plan of the unit showing the layout and accommodation dimensions must be available.

The plan need not be to scale.  Accommodation dimensions may be shown by reference to an accompanying table.  For outdoor breeding units, dimensions are not required.

	6.1.4
	In order to comply with the Genesis QA Scheme, any incoming weaners or stores must be sourced from assured producers.  There cannot be assured and non-assured pigs on the same unit.


Assured producers are defined as farms which are assured (at the time the pigs are moved) by either Assured British Pigs (ABPigs), Genesis QA (Pig Module), Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) Pig Scheme or an agreed equivalent.


If assured pigs are imported from a third country, the producer will have to comply with legal obligations regarding the individual identification of the pigs and should be aware that meat from such pigs will be ineligible to be sold under any label indicating British or UK origin.  It is the producer’s responsibility to ensure that any purchaser is aware of the origin of the pigs.  Section 6.19.0 deals with incoming breeding stock.

	6.1.5
	Store pigs or weaners intended for finishing and slaughter as clean pigs must not have been purchased from live auction markets at any stage.

	6.1.6
	Genesis QA assured pigs moving to slaughter may be traded through an ABM assured (or agreed equivalent) livestock market on the following conditions:

· They proceed directly from market to slaughter.

· They are assured stock which have travelled from the assured premises directly to the market.

· Transport from the market is undertaken by a haulier approved by ABM Livestock Transport Standards or an agreed equivalent.
· Assured pigs are kept separately from unassured pigs when travelling to, whilst residing at, or when travelling from market.

· Full traceability is maintained for all pigs.

	6.1.7
	The Producer must nominate a person with responsibility for animal welfare and food safety for each unit.

	6.1.8
	All production units must have a written plan for visitors.  The plan must identify any precautions (such as personal protective equipment) that the production unit considers necessary to address the risk of diseases spreading.  As a minimum, plans must define the procedure for recording visitors and how visitor access to restricted areas is controlled.

	6.1.9
	General housekeeping of the farm should be in place to maintain a satisfactory level of cleanliness and basic condition.  The following areas will be assessed at the audit and each one scored from 1 to 4 in accordance with the guidance at Appendix 2.  Farms should not score 4 in any section and should aim to score 2 or better in each section.

· Livestock buildings/containment areas

· Curtilage

· Staff facilities

	6.1.10
	Pig housing must provide secure pig containment.

	6.2.0
	Internal Structure and Fittings

	6.2.1
	The internal structure and fittings of buildings or structures that house or contain pigs must be designed and constructed in such a manner that: 

· They do not allow pigs to be injured or distressed by the projection of sharp objects;

· They can be cleaned and disinfected to the extent necessary to prevent the spread of disease.

	6.2.2
	Floors must be well drained or if they cannot be drained they must be well maintained with dry bedding in order to provide dry lying areas. Slatted floors must be maintained in good condition.


	6.2.3
	Floors must be designed, constructed and maintained so as not to cause injury or suffering to pigs standing or lying on them.

	6.2.4
	The Producer must have a written ‘Cleansing Plan’, and ensure that the plan is both effective and fully implemented.  
The plan must reflect the style of production (i.e. continuous or batch).  Housing conditions that compromise the welfare of livestock will be regarded as an example of an unacceptably low standard set by the Cleansing Plan.

	6.2.5
	COSHH data for all chemicals used in connection with pig husbandry must be available on the unit. Disinfectants must be DEFRA (or an agreed equivalent) approved.

	6.3.0
	Feed and Water Delivery Systems

	6.3.1
	The pig feed and water delivery systems must be in safe and fully functional order.

	6.3.2
	Trough space in restrict feed systems must be sufficient to allow all pigs in the pen to feed at the same time.

	6.4.0
	Automatic Equipment

	6.4.1
	All automated equipment connected to pig husbandry such as automatic feeding systems and ventilation equipment must be checked for defects daily and maintained in working order.

	6.4.2
	In areas of forced or automatic ventilation, where there is insufficient self-ventilation, there must be an alarm system to warn stockpersons of a ventilation system failure.  Such systems must also have in place an appropriate back-up provision to allow ventilation of the pigs in the event of failure of the ventilation system.

Most pig buildings which incorporate fans into the ventilation system will require alarms.  The main exception is some farrowing houses which can self-ventilate.

	6.4.3
	The operation of the alarm must be checked at least once a week.


The assessor will expect to see a simple record to confirm this is happening.

	6.5.0
	Lighting

	6.5.1
	Pigs must not be kept in permanent darkness, nor permanent light, but be allowed access to either natural or artificial light for a minimum period of 8 hours each day.

	6.5.2
	Artificial lighting must provide an intensity of at least 40 lux.

40 lux is sufficient to allow the comfortable reading of a newspaper.  

	6.5.3
	Sufficient lighting (permanent or portable) must be available at all times to allow the pigs to be inspected.

	6.6.0
	Environmental Enrichment

	6.6.1
	To enable proper investigation and manipulation activities, all pigs must have permanent access to a sufficient quantity of material such as straw, hay, wood, sawdust, mushroom compost, peat or a mixture of such which does not adversely affect the health of the animals.  Tyres containing metal or wire must not be used.
Objects such as footballs and chains can satisfy some of the pigs’ behavioural needs, but can quickly lose their novelty.  The long-term use of such items is not, therefore, recommended unless they are used in conjunction with materials such as those listed above, or are changed on a weekly basis.

	6.7.0
	Water

	6.7.1
	All pigs over two weeks of age must have permanent access to a sufficient quantity of fresh drinking water. 
Current (2007) interpretation of legislation suggests that suckling piglets may gain sufficient water from the sow’s milk.  All other classes of pig will require a permanent water supply though this may be by means of manually filled troughs.  Bowls and troughs must be regularly checked to ensure the water on offer is not fouled.

	6.7.2
	Water requirements are related to the feeding system in operation, i.e.


                                       Nipples or Mini-Bowls                   Bowls
Ad lib feeding
                 1 per 15 pigs                                   1 per 30 pigs

Restrict feeding  
           1 per 10 pigs                                   1 per 20 pigs

In cases where nipples and bowls are not provided and water is provided in troughs, the trough space must be in excess of the following minimum values;

0.30m of trough space per 40 pigs of <15 kg

0.30m of trough space per 30 pigs of 15 kg to 35 kg

0.30m foot of trough space per 25 pigs of >35 kg

Nipples and mini bowls are drinkers which are designed to be used by one pig at a time.  Bowls provide a surface of water which could potentially be used by more than one pig at the same time.

	6.7.3
	The water delivery system must be capable of supplying the necessary quantity to satisfy the demands of all pigs.


Recommended minimum flow rate for drinkers is 2 litres/minute.

	6.7.4
	In wet feeding systems a supply of clean water must be available.
Provided the requirements of standards 6.7.1, 6.7.2 and 6.7.3 are met, dual purpose troughs with multiple drinking places that are used for both feed and water will be acceptable.  However it is strongly recommended that a separate supply of clean fresh water is also available.

A system that allows pigs to drink fresh water after a liquid feed on at least a daily basis may be acceptable but is not recommended.  Veterinary advice may be useful if your system relies on this method of water provision.  Ad-lib wet feeders which have a continual supply of wet feed will not be capable of supplying the required source of clean water.

	6.8.0
	Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC)

Producers of all indoor farms with a capacity for over 2000 production pigs (>30kg) or 750 sows must demonstrate compliance with the Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations 2000.

	6.8.1
	Producers must make and record a decision as to whether they consider their business is required to gain an IPPC Permit.

This decision should be made in the light of unit capacity and stock numbers held on the farm.  Any decision which is based on overt misrepresentation of unit capacity may deem the farm to be operating outside of legal requirements and therefore in contravention with standard 2.10.1 (Whole Farm Module).



	6.8.2
	Producers which have decided they do need an IPPC Permit must provide evidence that they have made an application.

There is no defined date in the guidance by which an IPPC Permit must have been obtained, but there are obligations to respond to any requests for further information and to generally co-operate with the process of having an application “determined”.  DEFRA states that the regulator (The Environment Agency in England and Wales) should normally determine a duly made application within four months of its submission.  The assessor will expect to see documentary evidence that an application has been made.

	6.9.0
	Health & Veterinary Matters

	6.9.1
	In addition to Standard 2.4.1 (Whole Farm Module) each Producer must retain the services of a qualified Veterinary Surgeon registered with the scheme.  

	6.9.2
	The Producer must contract the Veterinary Surgeon to conduct quarterly inspection visits to all areas of the production facility covered by the scope of the Genesis QA certification. A written report on the approved Genesis QA report form must be sent to Genesis QA’s appointed certification body every quarter.  

The producer must retain a copy of at least the most recent report and make it available to the assessor.

	6.9.3
	The Producer must take effective remedial action to resolve adverse findings identified in the Quarterly Veterinary Visit Report (QVVR).

	6.9.4
	Sick or Injured Pigs:  The Producer must implement recommendations contained in the Pig Veterinary Society booklet “The Casualty Pig” with regard to the treatment, sale or destruction of casualty stock.

	6.9.5
	Euthanasia methods must be in accordance with the recommendations in the Pig Veterinary Society booklet “The Casualty Pig”.
Approved methods are:  Piglets less than 3 weeks of age - a blow to the head with a ‘Priest’; other pigs - stunned using a captive bolt or shot.  Stunned animals should be bled or pithed.

	6.9.6
	Hospital isolation pens must be available to house sick pigs.  Hospital pen specification must meet the requirements of the attending veterinary surgeon.  

The Producer should seek advice from their veterinary surgeon as to whether there are sufficient numbers of hospital pens on the unit and whether they are in adequate condition.

	6.9.7
	The Producer must maintain written records of the level of mortality of pigs.  The Producer must monitor the level of mortality and demonstrate that action is taken when levels increase.
· Date of death
· Identity of pig (or pig type and location)
· Whether found dead or euthanased
· Suspected reason for death

	6.10.0
	Medicine Management and Withdrawal Periods

In addition to sections 2.6.2 and 2.7.4 of the Whole Farm Module the following standards, where applicable, apply.

	6.10.1
	If pigs are treated with a medicated feedingstuff, the Producer must hold a Medicated Feedingstuff Prescription (MFSP) setting out the relevant details.  These must be retained for a minimum of 5 years following use of the product.


It is the responsibility of the Producer to ensure that medicated feedingstuffs are only fed to pigs in accordance with the details on the MFSP.

	6.10.2
	If a sample taken from a carcase as a result of the residue sampling made under the EEC Residue Directive 86/469 EEC, is found to contain an identifiable anti-microbial above the Maximum Residue Level (MRL), the Producer and his private veterinary surgeon will be informed. The Participant must have his private veterinary surgeon investigate the incident, and submit a report to both the Producer and Genesis QA.  If there is sufficient evidence to suggest that procedures on farm regarding withdrawal periods are inadequate, the Producer may be suspended form the Scheme.

	6.10.3
	In addition to standard 2.10.11, pigs which have been identified as containing (or suspected of containing) a broken needle must be marked with a distinct and permanent form of identification.  The date of the incident, identity of the pig and form of disposal must also be recorded in the medicines record.

The pig should be housed on its own as a casualty animal for the duration of the withdrawal period of the product being administered.  Where a pig containing a broken needle is dispatched for slaughter it must be:

· Identified (an ear tag is the recommended identification method) and treated as a casualty animal

· Penned separately during transport

· Sent to the nearest slaughterhouse

· Accompanied by a Food Chain Information declaration including details of the date of the incident, the product used and the site of the attempted injection.



	6.11.0
	Veterinary Health Plan (VHP)

In addition to standard 2.5.1 (Whole Farm Module)

	6.11.1
	The VHP must be regularly updated by the attending veterinary surgeon.

The VHP should be updated at least annually and be made available to the assessor.

	6.11.2
	Herd performance data must be monitored for signs of disease or production disorders, including the level of transit deaths and the level and type of condemnations of slaughter stock. 
This should, where appropriate, include:

· Litter size – alive, dead, mummified

· Farrowing %

· Sow mortality %

· Piglet mortality %

· Rearing mortality %

· Finishing mortality %

· Growth rates

· Feed conversion ratio

· Slaughterhouse dead on arrivals

· Slaughterhouse condemnations

	6.11.3
	 The VHP must be reviewed and revised in the light of current performance in relation to: 
a) identified targets and b) any new DEFRA Codes of Practice as and when they are introduced.

In particular, the VHP and the farm’s cleansing policy must have been reviewed in the light of the DEFRA Salmonella in Pigs booklet.

	6.11.4
	The VHP must include details of personnel who are qualified to carry out surgical procedures on pigs (i.e. injections).

Only those personnel identified may perform injections.

	6.11.5
	The quarantine procedure for replacement animals brought in from other sources must be reviewed in the VHP.

	6.11.6
	If tail, flank, or ear biting, or fighting which goes beyond normal behaviour is a problem within the unit, it must be investigated and an action plan agreed between the veterinary surgeon and producer to address the problem.


	6.11.7
	Producers who sell finished pigs to a participating slaughterhouse are recommended to participate in the BPEX British Pig Health Scheme. 
An application form is available from BPEX on 01908 844368 and full information is on the BPEX website www.bpex.org

	6.11.8
	With effect from 1st January 2008, legislation requires that Food Chain Information (FCI) must be sent to the receiving slaughterhouse for each consignment of pigs sent for slaughter.

It is recommended that producers utilise the on-line system which will be provided by BPEX.

	6.12.0
	Zoonoses Action Plan (ZAP) Salmonella

	6.12.1
	Producers must comply with the requirements of the ZAP Salmonella Scheme (or agreed equivalent).

The ZAP Salmonella Programme “Salmonella Control Update and Action Plan” is a useful source of information.  Copies can be obtained from the ZAP Co-ordinator on 01908 844331 or e-mail:  veronica_wright@mlc.org.uk

	6.13.0
	Movement and Transport

All pigs moved to another farm, a slaughterhouse or a livestock market must be accompanied by a properly completed DEFRA AML2 dispatch note.  Copies of the dispatch note must be retained on farm for inspection.
An ALM2 is required for all pig movements except walking of pet pigs.  The copies kept on farm need only have the details relating to the farm of origin and the haulier completed.  The recipient of the pig is responsible for sending a fully completed copy to the local authority (in the case of exports the sender of the animals is responsible for sending the movement document to the local authority).

	6.13.1
	The Producer must provide adequate facilities for the loading and unloading of pigs.

	6.13.2
	Where pigs are loaded in the dark, there must be adequate lighting (fixed or portable) for the inspection and loading of pigs.

A minimum level of 40 lux (sufficient to read a newspaper) is recommended.

	6.13.3
	Facilities must be in place (i.e a loading ramp or other physical facilities) such that a tail-ramp angle no steeper than 4 in 7 (29 degrees) can be achieved.


New EU transport legislation due to come into effect during 2007 will set a maximum ramp angle for vehicle tailgates of 20 degrees for pigs, but will allow a tolerance of up to +/- 5 degrees.  At the time of writing, the phase-in period for this requirement is yet to be set by DEFRA.

	6.13.4
	Where a loading ramp is provided its slope must be no steeper that 4 in 7 (29 degrees), it must have a suitable non-slip surface, and be kept in a clean condition.  New loading ramps constructed after 1 October 1999 must have a slope no steeper than 1 in 3 (20 degrees).

	6.13.5
	Loading arrangements must be such as to control potential fighting between different groups.

	6.13.6
	Producers who haul their own pigs, either between separate sites, or for onward sale or slaughter, are not required to have separate registration with the ABM Livestock Transport Scheme provided:

· Journeys are made in accordance with current legislation

· The vehicle(s) used can be inspected on the same site and at the same time as the unit inspection takes place; and

· The vehicle(s) conform(s) to the relevant standards detailed under section 2.10.22 (Whole Farm Module) and any additional species-specific transport standards detailed below; and

· Drivers comply with the relevant standards detailed under section 2.10.22 (Whole farm Module), any additional species-specific transport standards detailed below and are available for interview at the same time as the unit inspection takes place.
Producers assured to use their own vehicles will be identified as such on the register of approved producers held by Genesis QA and only those producers will be eligible to delivery their own stock to BQAP slaughterhouses or ABM approved Livestock Auction Markets.

Legislation imposes additional rules for journeys over 65 km and further additional rules for journeys over 8 hours.  65 km is approximately 40 miles.

	6.13.7
	Stocking density must be based on the guideline figure of 235 kg per m².  The maximum stocking density at any time during transportation must not exceed 258 kg per m²

	6.13.8
	In addition to 2.10.24 (Whole Farm Module) all vehicles must carry a written stocking density statement.  This statement must show the maximum number of pigs allowable at 90 kg, 100 kg and 110 kg liveweight, based on 235 kg per m².

	6.13.9
	Pigs which are injured or show signs of abnormality and those that may contain a broken needle must be individually identified and accompanied by a declaration which provides Food Chain Information required under Food Hygiene Regulations.  They must be penned separately on the vehicle except in the case of small car trailers with no pen divisions.

A model declaration form is provided at Appendix 9.  The format of the declaration is not important provided all the information listed is included.  The Regulations require that the requirement for Food Chain Information is extended to all pigs from January 2008.  (This replaces the old Schedule 18 declaration required under The Fresh Meat (Hygiene and Inspection) Regulations 1995.

	6.13.10
	It is the responsibility of the Producer and any haulier used to deliver pigs to the slaughterhouse in a clean condition.  Suitable and adequate bedding must be provided (unless the vehicle has slatted floors and collection tanks) to ensure pigs are delivered to the destination without becoming more dirty than at the time of loading.

	6.13.11
	Assured pigs must only be transported by livestock hauliers or producers who are currently registered with an approved Transport Scheme.

	6.13.12
	Producers hauling their own stock are responsible for maintaining records to include date of movements, description of consignment, place of dispatch and destination, and place and date when the vehicle was cleansed.  The DEFRA AML2 dispatch note must be used to fulfil all these requirements.  Copies of these dispatch notes must be retained on farm for 1 year unless they form part of the Holding Movement Record, in which case they must be retained for 6 years.

	6.13.13
	All mortalities during transit must be recorded.

	6.13.14
	Vehicles built/put on to the road after 5th January 2007 must be capable of achieving a ramp angle of no more than 20°
It is permitted to make a step at the top of the ramp of up to 20 cm to reduce the ramp angle though this is not recommended.

	6.13.15
	Flooring must prevent leakage of faeces and urine as far as practicable.

	6.13.16
	Journeys over 65 km

In addition to the above and with effect from 1st January 2007, producers hauling their own stock on journeys over 65 km must comply with the following:

	6.13.16.1
	The business must hold an appropriate valid Transporter Authorisation

Authorisations are issued by the State Veterinary Service (SVS).  Application forms for authorisations are available from the DEFRA website:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalhealth/about-us/contact-us/animal-health-offices.htm
There are two types of authorisation available:

a) Short journey (65 km to 8 hours) and

b) Long journeys (over 8 hours)

Long journey authorisations are only valid when accompanied by a Vehicle Approval Certificate. 

	6.13.16.2
	With effect from 1st January 2008, the driver must possess a Certificate of Competence approved by the competent authority.

Full details will become available on the DEFRA website.

	6.13.16.3
	In addition to the above, producers hauling their stock on journeys over 8 hours must use vehicles which comply with the additional standards set out in Appendix 6.

	6.14.0
	Feed

In addition to sections 2.6.4, 2.7.1 and 2.8.0 the following standards apply

	6.14.1
	The ingredient composition of all purchased and home mixed feed must be known and recorded.

For compound feed this will be printed on the label/delivery note and one of these should be retained for each ration fed over the previous 12 months.

	6.14.2
	In accordance with legislation there are a number of processed animal proteins (PAP’s) which are excluded from animal feed.  However PAP’s which may be fed to pigs are:

· Fishmeal

· Non-ruminant gelatin

· Dicalcium phosphate* and hydrolysed protein*

· Milk and milk products, egg and egg products

* When manufactured in accordance with conditions set out in EU Regulations.

This standard is based on legislation introduced following the BSE outbreak which bans the feeding of certain products to farmed animals.

However this standard goes further than the legislation in that the feeding of “Blood Products” as defined in the TSE legislation is not permitted.  Full details of the legislative position can be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/bse/animal-health/feedbanguide.pdf

	6.14.3
	Products of avian origin must not be used, with the exception of eggs and egg products, which may be used but only within the requirements of the remainder of this section.



	6.14.4
	Feed must be stored in conditions that do not allow or cause:

1. Cross contamination

2. Loss of feed product identity

3. Ingress of water

4. Foreign matter contamination

5. Direct access by pests

	6.14.5
	In accordance with legislation, the feeding of “catering waste” is not permitted.


This and the following two standards are derived from legislation governing the use of animal by-products.


“Former foodstuffs” are described in legislation as “former foodstuffs of animal origin, or former foodstuffs containing products of animal origin, other than catering waste, which are no longer intended for human consumption for commercial reasons or due to problems of manufacturing or packaging defects or other defects which do not present any risk to humans or animals”


“Catering waste” is defined in DEFRA guidance as “all waste food including used cooking oil originating in restaurants, catering facilities and kitchens, including central kitchens and household kitchens”.


	6.14.6
	Only former foodstuffs which are not catering waste and fall into one of the following categories may be fed:

· Bakery products (such as bread, cakes, pastry, biscuits), pasta, chocolate, sweets and similar products such as breakfast cereals which:

· may contain ingredients such as rennet or melted fat, milk, milk products, flavourings, egg, honey, flavourings or gelatin of non-ruminant origin which have been incorporated into those products but which do not constitute the main characteristic ingredient; and

· Do not contain, and have not been in contact with raw eggs, meat, fish and products or preparations derived from or incorporating meat or fish.

· Dairy products (in accordance with Commission Regulation (EC) No 79/2005:

· Raw milk which has not been withheld from human consumption due to possible residues of veterinary medicines and has been derived from animals that do not show clinical signs of any disease communicable to humans or animals through milk:

· Dairy products including pasteurised milk, cheese, whey, yoghurt, butter, milk based desserts and ice cream.

· Pasteurised or cooked or processed eggs, in accordance with Chapter X of Annex VII of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002

This standard can be satisfied by ensuring that all feed ingredients are sourced from suppliers which are registered with either UFAS, FEMAS or an agreed equivalent.  This will also ensure that appropriate procedures are in place to ensure no contamination of such products with meat or meat products.

	6.14.7
	Home mixers choosing to include fishmeal in their rations must be authorised so to do by DEFRA.


Fishmeal is a ‘Restricted Protein” under the TSE Regulations which requires all users to be authorised by DEFRA..

	6.15.0
	Home Mixing/On-farm Feed Mixers (Industry Code of Practice for On-farm Feeding)

Annex 5 of the Code sets out the seven principles of Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP).  A HACCP system is required of home mixers using ingredients which are officially labelled “additives” or “pre-mixture”.

Annex 6 sets out in detail what is required of ‘On farm Feed Mixers’.  The following audit points are all required by legislation governing the production of animal feed.

	6.15.1
	There must be a documented Quality Control Plan (QCP) in place.  The QCP must:

· Identify the competent person responsible for feed production;

· List all staff authorised to work in feed preparation;

· Include an organisational chart detailing tasks they are authorised to perform (only applicable where more than one person is authorised to work in feed preparation).

· Describe the record keeping system in place;

· Detail sampling frequencies, procedures and retention times;

· Detail the nature and frequency of routine analysis of the samples taken;

· Summarise the operation of procedures required to ensure desired quality of feed;

· Detail the scheduling of mixing different feeds taking into account any additives or medicinal products being used.

This standard is concerned with the sequence in which different rations are made.  If any medicinal products with a withdrawal period are used, always aim to follow a ration which includes such products with a ration which will not be fed to pigs which are soon due to be slaughtered.  If this is not possible, you  may need to consider flushing between mixes.

Note:  there are many other issues concerning feed ingredients which must be taken into account if the same equipment is used for producing feed for livestock other than pigs.  Guidance on this is outwith the scope of these standards.

	6.15.2
	When necessary, the QCP must include a documented HACCP system which must be fully implemented.

A HACCP system is necessary whenever feed ingredients which are officially labelled as “premixtures” or “additive” are used.  If vitamins and minerals are incorporated into a balancer meal which is officially labelled as a “complementary feed” or “compound feed” then an on-farm HACCP will not be required.

The HACCP system is expected to include:

· An analysis of potential hazards

· The identification of critical control points

· The establishment of preventative measure with critical limits for each control point

· The establishment of procedures to monitor the critical control points

· The listing of corrective actions

· The establishment of procedures to verify that the system is working correctly

An effective record keeping system in order to document the HACCP system.

	6.15.3
	The feed preparation area must be kept clean and tidy.

	6.15.4
	Feed milling/mixing equipment must be regularly cleaned and maintained in accordance with the QCP.

Cleaning and maintenance records must be kept and made available to the assessor.

	6.15.5
	Weighing/dispensing equipment must be regularly calibrated.  Records of calibration must be kept.

	6.15.6
	Any lights over feed storage or mixing areas must be either fitted with shatter proof bulbs/tubes or protected with polycarbonate or plastic covers.



	6.15.7
	There must be a system in place to ensure all feed is mixed for at least the minimum time required to ensure even distribution of all ingredients as identified in the QCP.

	6.15.8
	Samples of feed ingredients and finished feed must be kept in accordance with the QCP.


	6.15.9
	Feed samples must be analysed in accordance with the QCP.

	6.15.10
	There must be a formulation record for each feed produced and a record identifying the dates the formulation started and ceased to be used.  These records must be retained for a minimum of 12 months or in the case of feeds containing medication, 3 years.

This must list each ingredient used, and its proportion/quantity required in the finished feed.  The date the formulation was first used and the date it ceased to be used must also be noted.

	6.15.11
	If a mobile mill/mix contractor is used, instructions must be given to the contractor in writing and production records must be retained for a minimum of 12 months or in the case of feeds containing medication, 3 years. 

	6.15.12
	When mobile mixers are used they should be a member of the NAAC Assured Land-based Contractor (Mobile Feed Mixing and Processing) Scheme. 

This will become a requirement in the future.

	6.16.0
	Stock – All Classes

	6.16.1
	Pigs must be kept in an environment that is thermally comfortable.

A guide to the likely minimum temperature required by different classes of pig is given below.  The lower end of the range will usually be adequate where generous amounts of straw are used.  The higher end of the range will be required when bare concrete or slatted floors are used.

Category of Pig

Min Temp (°C)

Min Temp (°F)

Sows
15 – 20


59 – 68


Suckling pigs in creeps
25 – 30


77 – 84


Weaned pigs (3 – 4 weeks)
27 – 32


81 – 90


Later weaned pigs 


(5 weeks +)
22 – 27


71 – 80


Growers
15 – 21


59 – 70


Finishers
13 – 18


55 – 64



	6.16.2
	The Producer must require that each unit be regularly ‘walked’ to check all pigs for signs of illness, injury or distress.  The frequency of the checks must depend on pig age and the stocking situation of the unit, but in all cases must not be less than once per day.

	6.16.3
	Pigs other than mature boars and pig(s) in hospital pens must not be kept in social isolation.

	6.16.4
	Ear tagging should be the usual method of identifying individual animals. Ear tattooing is permitted.  Ear notching is not recommended unless the pig colouring precludes the satisfactory use of tattoo dyes for identification purposes.

	6.16.5
	Stock sent by the Producer for slaughter must be in a sufficiently clean condition. 
Due regard will be taken of the need for pigs to control their body temperature during periods of high ambient temperature by wallowing or lying in moist areas.

	6.16.6
	The use of electric goads, sticks and pipes for handling stock is not permitted.  Pig boards are the preferred method of moving pigs.  However, an exception will be made for the purposes of showing pigs.  Staff must be aware of the allowable methods for pig movement.

“Show sticks” may be used provided the animal has been specifically and adequately trained in its response to the stick; which in any event may not be used to strike the pig.

	6.17.0
	Slap Marking

	6.17.1
	All pigs must be slapmarked or otherwise identified in accordance with legislative requirements prior to dispatch for slaughter to allow unique traceability to that unit.

All pigs dispatched for slaughter must be ‘slapped’ on both shoulders with the unit’s DEFRA herdmark at or around the time of dispatch from the unit.  The herdmark may be followed by additional characters to convey management information.  As an alternative to slap marking, metal ear tags may be used, but the identification information as above must be included on the tags.

	6.17.2
	Slap markers must be kept clean and in serviceable condition such that slap marks will be legible and not cause distress when applied.

In order to deliver appropriate slap marks, it is important that:

· All needles are present and straight

· Characters are in the correct order and orientation

· The correct type of ink is used

· The mark is applied to the flat area of the shoulder

· Both shoulders are marked

If animals are not identified with legible slap marks, individual ear tagging of all slaughter pigs may be imposed.

	6.18.0
	Fallen Stock

In addition to standards 2.10.14 and 2.10.15 (Whole Farm Module) the following standard applies to pig producers


	6.18.1
	Fallen stock must be removed promptly from pens.


	6.19.0
	Stock – Breeding

	6.19.1
	All breeding stock must either:

· Be sourced from farms which are approved producers with ABPigs, Genesis QA (Pig), QMS Pig Scheme or agreed equivalent.
Or

· Be sourced from non-assured farms with the written consent of the Scheme in accordance with the criteria set out in Appendix 5.

This standard relates to live boars and gilts.  If importation of non-assured breeding stock is planned, written consent must be obtained before the movement takes place.

The assessor will need to verify that any importations of non-assured stock have been made in accordance with a valid consent document issued by the Scheme.

	6.19.2
	A record must be held of the name, address and, where available, the assurance registration number of all breeding stock suppliers and such records must be kept for a minimum of 6 years.


The record of the supplier may form part of your Movement Records but must be readily available for inspection.

	6.19.3
	Any stock imported for breeding purposes and subsequently rejected cannot be sold for slaughter as assured.

	6.20.0
	Breeding Herd Management

	6.20.1
	All dry pregnant sows and gilts must be given a sufficient quantity of bulky or high fibre food as well as high energy food to satisfy their hunger and need to chew.

	6.20.2
	The herd must be managed so as to ensure the breeding females are in a suitable body condition both at service and farrowing (i.e. 2 – 4).  Condition scoring diagrams must be used as the basis for judging the body condition (see Appendix 4).

	6.20.3
	Cull sows must be treated in the same manner as all other breeding sows.

	6.21.0
	Accommodation for Dry Sows and Gilts

	6.21.1
	The use of stalls and tethers is not permitted by law (The Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2003) with the exceptions as detailed in these Regulations Schedule 6 Part 1 (paras 4 & 7).  
Pigs may not be kept in stalls except for the purposes as listed below.  The periods of confinement must be no longer than the period necessary for these purposes.

· While undergoing any examination, test, treatment or operation carried out for veterinary purposes;

· For the purpose of service, artificial insemination or the collection of semen from boars;

· Pigs may be fed in stalls;

· For the purpose of marking, washing, weighing pigs or while accommodation is being cleaned;

· While awaiting loading for transportation.

With respect to AI, this exception relates to a period of no more than 4 hours.

	6.21.2
	Sows and gilts must be kept in groups except during the period between seven days before the predicted day of farrowing and the day on which the weaning of piglets (including any piglets fostered) is complete.
Sows and gilts kept on holdings with fewer than 10 sows may be housed individually, but not in stalls or tethers and accommodation must comply with 6.21.1, 6.21.2 and 6.21.3 below.

	6.21.3
	In loose-housed systems, individual sows must have sufficient space to allow them access to food as well as the opportunity to escape the feed area and avoid other sows.

	6.22.0
	Dry Sow/Gilt Building Specifications
The following standards are taken from The Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 (S.I. 2003 No. 299), Schedule 6, Part IV and apply to all buildings newly constructed after 1st January 2003 and to all buildings after 1st January 2013.

	6.22.1
	Pens in which groups of sows/gilts are kept must have sides greater than 2.8m in length, except where there are less than 6 individuals in the group, when the sides of the pen must be no less than 2.4 m in length.

	6.22.2
	The total unobstructed floor area available to each gilt after service and to each sow when gilts and/or sows are kept in groups must be at least 1.64 m². and 2.25 m².respectively.  When these animals are kept in groups of less than 6 individuals the unobstructed floor area must be increased by 10%.  When these animals are kept in groups of 40 or more individuals the unobstructed floor area may be decreased by 10%.

	6.22.3
	When concrete slatted floors are used for gilts after service and sows kept in groups, the maximum width of the openings must be 20 mm.  The minimum slat width must be 80 mm.

	6.23.0
	Farrowing and Weaning

	6.23.1
	Sow farrowing crates must be of a length that allows the sow to lie within its length, but not of such an excessive length that the sow may injure herself with excessive free movement. 

	6.23.2
	Crate length should be adjustable to allow for variable sow length within a herd.

	6.23.3
	The Producer must ensure that in order to minimise stress, sows must not be placed in farrowing crates more than 7 days prior to their due date for farrowing. 

	6.23.4
	In the week before the expected farrowing time, sows and gilts must be given suitable nesting material in sufficient quantity unless it is not technically feasible for the slurry system used.

	6.23.5
	Pre-weaning piglets must be provided with a thermally comfortable and dry lying area.

	6.23.6
	Piglets must not be weaned from the sow at an age of less than 28 days unless the welfare or health of the dam or piglets would otherwise be adversely affected. 
Piglets may be weaned up to seven days earlier if they are moved into specialised housings which are emptied and thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before the introduction of a new group and which are separate from housing where other sows are kept.
As a routine, no litters should be weaned at less than 21 days.  Weaning from 21 to 27 days is only permitted in accordance with these rules which have been taken from welfare legislation.

	6.23.7
	Sows must not be kept in farrowing crates once they have finished suckling piglets.  

	6.24.0
	Tail Docking, Teeth Clipping and Castration

	6.24.1
	The Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 prohibits tail docking or teeth clipping from being carried out routinely. 
The Producer must only conduct tail docking or teeth clipping where the Veterinary Surgeon has formally confirmed that the practices are necessary and acceptable under the terms of the Welfare of Farmed Animal Regulations. The necessity of these practices must be regularly reviewed and reported on in the Quarterly Veterinary Visit Report.

The Regulations do permit tail docking and teeth clipping to be carried out where there is evidence on the farm, that injuries to pigs have occurred as a result of not tail docking or teeth clipping.

	6.24.2
	Tooth clipping or grinding, tail docking or other such tasks (ear tagging, nose ringing etc) must only be carried out by operators who have satisfied the Producer of their competence, 

The Producer must keep written records of operators approved to carry out such procedures.


	6.24.3
	Producers must ensure that:

· Docked tails are of a uniform length;

· The equipment is kept in good working order and sufficiently sharp to allow clipping or docking at the first attempt;

· The equipment is clean;

· The same piece of equipment is not used for both teeth clipping and tail docking;

· The equipment is clearly identified as to its use;

· Veterinary “approved” tail docking and teeth clipping may only be carried out on piglets under 72 hours old.



	6.24.4
	Castration is not permitted

	6.25.0
	Boar Accommodation

	6.25.1
	Adult and working boars must be provided with a minimum pen area for their own use 

of 6m².

	6.25.2
	In cases where pens are used for natural service, a minimum of 10m² must be provided and pens must be designed such as to allow adequate movement.  

	6.25.3
	In service pens, either bedding or non-slip flooring must be provided to prevent injury during service. 

	6.26.0
	Feeding Stock (From Weaning to Slaughter/Introduction to Breeding Herd)

	6.26.1
	After weaning pigs must be kept in stable social groups with as little mixing as possible.

Groups selected at weaning, should be kept together as a whole (or sub-group) throughout growing and finishing.  Part groups remaining as a result of slaughter weight selection should be managed in such a manner to ensure stability when mixed with other part groups,  Small numbers of pigs which are poorer performers or disadvantaged from different groups, may be mixed in fresh pens, to promote better welfare and growth rates.

	6.26.2
	The Producer must know and record the assurance scheme and registration number for each pig holding from which weaners are procured for finishing.

	6.26.3
	Pig space must meet or exceed the requirements of Appendix 3 to meet legal requirements.
In all cases the pig space allowance must be equal to or exceed Line A in Appendix 3.

Please note that many systems of pig housing necessitate higher pig space requirements than provided for within legislation.

For the purposes of identifying the average weight of pigs for determining compliance with Appendix 3, the highest weight that pigs will achieve in a given system will be used.  For example, from 7 to 20 kg, base the space allowance calculations on 20 kg average weight for a given area.

	6.27.0
	Outdoor Production Requirements

In the case of outdoor production, producers must comply with all other standards except where this is not possible by nature of the pigs being outdoors.  In addition, the following standards are applicable:

	6.27.1
	All producers operating an outdoor site must hold a copy of the FAWC Report on Outdoor Pigs.

	6.27.2
	Outdoor pig sites must be located on soil that is free draining.  
Heavy soil that prevents free draining, exposed sites and steep slopes should be avoided.

	6.27.3
	Arcs or other equivalent accommodation must be available to pigs and positioned in a manner that provides shelter from the prevailing wind where this is beneficial.    Such accommodation should be provided with bedding material appropriate to thermal comfort.


	6.27.4
	The stocking density of outdoor sites must not exceed 30 sows per hectare.  Stocking density must depend on the condition of the land.

	6.27.5
	Breeding stock must be of a type that is bred for outdoor production: that is, given the circumstances on farm, are managed satisfactorily outdoors.

	6.27.6
	The Producer must ensure that effective measures are in place to control predators and vermin from the vicinity of both pig feed and pigs.

	6.27.7
	A training area must be available and used to allow new gilts, sows and boars to become accustomed to electric fences.

	6.27.8
	Facilities must be provided in order to allow pigs to keep cool during warm weather.

	6.27.9
	Outdoor sows must be farrowed in huts that are thermally comfortable and which curtail wind.

	6.27.10
	Farrowing huts must be supplied with clean, dry straw.  
It is recommended that fenders should be fitted such that piglets are prevented from straying.

	6.27.11
	Nose ringing is only permitted in order to prevent damage to paddocks or in cases where the soil type, accommodation and soil stone content would otherwise lead to injury.

	6.27.12
	Farrowing arcs/huts and weaner runs must be moved to fresh land after each farrowing cycle or batch. Used bedding must be removed or burnt.
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